Chemistry I
South Mecklenburg High School, Fall 2016
Instructor: Mr. Bryce Davis          Room: O-1311
Email: alfredb.davis@cms.k12.nc.us 
Course Homepage: davischemistry.cmswiki.wikispaces.net

Course Description: Chemistry I is a laboratory science course in which students investigate the composition of matter and the physical and chemical changes it undergoes. Students use science process skills to study the fundamental structure of atoms, the way atoms combine to form compounds, and the interactions between matter and energy. Students explore chemistry concepts through an inquiry-based approach. Embedded standards for Inquiry, Mathematics, and Technology & Engineering are taught in the context of the content standards for Atomic Structure, Matter and Energy, and Interactions of Matter. (1 unit)
Course Pre- and Suggested Co-requisites: Algebra I and Biology I (Pre); Algebra II (Co)

Recommended Text: Chemistry: Matter and Change, McGraw-Hill Inc. ISBN: 0-07-866418-7 
Office Hours: Thursdays 2:45pm – 4:30pm and by appointment.

Materials: 3-ring binder, dividers (10), pencils, blue/black pens, loose leaf paper, completed assignments, scientific calculator
MASTERY OBJECTIVES
The Chemistry I student will be able to:

1. Analyze the structure of atoms and ions.

2. Understand the bonding that occurs in simple compounds in terms of bond type, strength, and properties.

3. Understand the physical and chemical properties of atoms based on their position in the Periodic Table.

4. Understand the relationship among pressure, temperature, volume, and phase.

5. Analyze the chemical reactions in terms of quantities, product formation, and energy.

6. Understand the factors affecting the rate of a reaction and chemical equilibrium.

7. Understand solutions and the solution process.


In accord with the CMS High School Grading plan, the following distribution and minimum frequency of assessments in each category will be reflected in our school-wide grading practice.

	Informal Assessments
	Formal Assessments

	30% of Quarter Grade
	70% of Quarter Grade

	Informal assessments must be linked to specific objectives and include a variety of assignments. These are: warm-ups, quizzes, group work, notebook checks, in-class tasks, class participation, labs, and Tickets
	Formal assessments must be linked to specific objectives and include a variety of assignments. In Chemistry this category consists of tests only. Although this may change at the discretion of the instructor.

	A minimum of 9 informal grades per quarter is required.
	A minimum of 4 formal grades per quarter is required.


Remediation/Reassessment: Students who score below an 80% can retest after completing remediation*.  Students will receive the higher grade for a maximum of 79%. Therefore, students who score a 79-100% on their retest should receive a score of 79%. Any grade below this should be recorded as is. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate and complete remediation and the retest process within two weeks of receiving the original graded assessment score or make other arrangements which are agreed to by the teacher. Each test will consist of Distributive Practice problems. Upon successful completion of remediation, the student’s sub-score from the Distributive Practice section of the test will be used as the reassessment score.  

Late Work: Late work, work that is not turned in on time due to an unexcused absence or failure to attempt, applies to both informal and formal assessments: 

· Students will receive a maximum 80% grade for work showing a concerted effort, if turned in one day late. 

· Students will receive a maximum 70% grade for work showing a concerted effort if turned in two days late. 

· After three or more days, late work showing concerted effort will receive a grade of 50% if turned in one week prior to the published exam schedule for each quarter. 
Concerted Effort: Student work will reflect thoughtful effort towards classwork, homework, and/or assessments. Variations in assignments or individual student needs should be considered in determining the definition of thoughtful effort.  It may include but is not limited to the following:  attending tutoring, notifying the teacher with questions, or arriving to class early for assistance. PLCs must discuss the idea of thoughtful effort as it applies to all students and circumstances. 

Make-Up Work:  A student, who fails to turn in an assignment due to an absence, whether excused or unexcused, must be allowed to make up the work. The student must initiate contact with the teacher within five school days upon return to school to make arrangements for completing the work. After this time period, the opportunity will no longer be available. These arrangements should include a schedule for completion of the work that is appropriate, mindful of the assignment and length of absence. 

Participation:         composed of notebook checks, in-class assignments (laboratories, classwork etc.) Exit Tickets, and the student’s active participation in class activities. This portion of the grade is a reflection of the student’s ability to come to class prepared, on time, and ready to learn. 

Homework:            will be assigned on most days with each assignment turned in on a predetermined due date. Most assignments will be checked for completion. However, over the course of the semester a certain number of homework assignments will be collected for accuracy grading. These homework assignments to be turned in will be unannounced. It is the job of the student to ensure that the homework is completed. 
Tests & Exams:     10 formal tests will be administered. Exams compose 70% of the entire grade. The Final Exam and Mid-Term Exam are calculated as a different portion of your grade and are both worth 20% (Q1 and Final, respectively).
Quizzes:                 a minimum of one quiz will be administered during every unit. As most homework assignments will not be collected this is your chance to “show what you know”. Doing your homework is therefore doubly important. 
General Gradebook: In general, your ideas, comments, suggestions, questions, grade challenges, etc. are welcome. Your discretion in these matters is expected, however. No part of your grade will be based on anything other than your coursework and performance. You are encouraged to take advantage of tutoring for help with coursework or anything else connected with the course and your progress. Attendance is required every day of class. Chemistry, like most sciences, builds on information established in preceding lessons. Missing one day can set the student back developmentally. Course tentative schedules (or pacing guides) are given each month describing all in- and out-of-class activities. Please use this document to complete assignments in a timely manner.

Attendance is required every day of class. The class participation portion of the student’s grade will be adversely affected if too many class periods are missed. Chemistry, like most sciences, builds on information established in the preceding lessons. 
If in the event the student misses a test day, the student has five school days to communicate to the instructor when they will sit for the test. If the student does not complete the test make-up by the required day, the student shall receive a grade of “0”. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the teacher of their attendance at a test make-up session. 
Classroom Rules of Conduct
1. Show respect for your school, your teacher, your classmates and yourself at all times.

2. Come to class prepared, on time, and ready to learn.

3. Follow all directions the first time.

4. Adhere to all school and classroom policies and procedures.

5. Always provide college-ready answers and responses.

Mr. Davis’ Beliefs
1. You deserve to be respected.

2. You have a civil right to a quality education that will prepare you for success.

3. You have a responsibility to obtain this education and claim it as your own. Teachers, administrators, peers, and parents also have a responsibility to help you obtain your education, but the bulk of responsibility rests on your shoulders. 
I have read and understood the policies and procedures detailed in this document. I acknowledge that by signing on the line below I shall adhere to these policies and procedures including, but not limited to, the CMS Honor Code.
______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

Student Full Printed Name





Parent / Guardian Signature

_________________________________________________________                ____________________________

Student Signature                                                                                                       Date

* Remediation is defined in Honors Chemistry as the successful completion of test corrections, instructional unit coursework, and a Reassessment Qualifier.






